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by an air blast. In a somewhat similar manner the vocal cords
within the larynx are thrown into vibration by air expelled
from the lungs. The nose, mouth, throat, and chest serve as

resonating chambers. Certain notes can be played by the or-
ganist which imitate the human voice in a truly remarkable
way.
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Fig. 6-25 The vocal cords viewed from above (diagrammatic) in
different degrees of approximation. A, in midposition; B3 in full ad-
duction; C, in full abduction.
The larynx (Fig. 6-24) lies at the upper end of the trachea, its
walls being formed of cartilage and lined with mucous mem-
brane; the vocal cords are two thin-edged bands or mem-
branes lying within it. The cords run from before backward,
being attached behind to two small cartilaginous bodies (the
arytenoid cartilages) and fixed in front to the wall of the larynx.
By the contraction of small muscles attached to them the aryte-
noid cartilages can be rotated when necessary. By this means
the vocal cords can be swung away from one another, that is,
outward against the walls of the larynx (Figs. 6-25 and 6-26),
or inward toward one another until only a small chink re-